DSGN19402
Visual & Creative Arts : Introduction to Digital Photography
Project 3 :  Aperture & Depth of Field:

The task here is to familiarize ourselves with apertures and how the choice of apertures effects the rendering of focus in still photographs.

Set your camera to AV mode (mode dial on the top of the camera) - this mode allows you to choose the aperture while the camera determines the shutter speed, depending on you choice of ISO setting. Choose the aperture setting by rotating the dial next to the shutter release button. For maximum depth of field you may use the A_DEP mode on the mode dial on the camera. For minimum depth of field use the AV mode and select the widest aperture. The widest aperture setting on the camera is f/3.5. The smallest is f/36 (This is a variable depending on the zoom setting of the lens)

Working in pairs or small groups, shoot the following:

A) A line up of six small objects on a flat surface – place the focus on the center object.  This can be coffee cups, or whatever you have at hand.  GO IN CLOSE – fill the frame with the objects. Keep the camera steady and shoot this arrangement in AV mode using the following aperture settings:

· 1)  f/ 4 ( use f/3.5 if available)
· 2)  f/5.6
· 3)  f/11
· 4)  f/16
· 5)  f/22
· 6) A_DEP mode


B) An extreme close up (55mm zoom) of a small object surrounded by a textured surface – ie: knot on a tree, etc. Go in as close as possible. Shoot from a 45-degree angle.

C) An extreme close up (55mm zoom) of newspaper text from above, but also on a 45-degree angle.

[image: ]45 degree angle


The image format should be large fine jpeg.


Shoot newspaper at the following aperture settings. (You will skip some of the aperture options)

1)  f/ 4 ( use f/3.5 if available)
2)  f/5.6
3)  f/11
4)  f/16
5)  f/22
6) A_DEP mode

You may need to periodically readjust the ISO - it depends on how bright it is outside (or inside).

When you're finished, connect the camera to one of the iMacs and extract the images using Adobe Bridge - please don't use iPhoto (even though the Mac might want you to do that).  The images will be copied into the images folder at the user level in the mac directory.  You need to copy them over into the Work Disk when they have finished being extracted from the camera. Organize & edit the images using Adobe Bridge.  Please make a folder with your name on it, eg: ‘john_smith_photo1’ and organize the edited images into subfolders (ISO, resolution, etc) within your named folder.  Bonus points are given for doing this tidily. 
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